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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, NORTHWESTERN DIVISION

SUBJECT:  Program Review Board (PRB) Executive Summary, 20 December 2000

1.  The Omaha District Program Review Board (PRB) met on 20 December 2000.  Participants included District Engineer, both military Deputy District Engineers, Deputy District Engineer for Planning, Programs, and Project Management (PPPMD), PPPMD Branch Chiefs, Chiefs from Technical Divisions and Separate Offices, and Military Branch Project Managers.  A comprehensive PRB was held with Military Branch's projects reviewed.

2.  Omaha District has received and reviewed the 28 November 2000 NWD Civil Works PRB feedback.  


a.  Omaha District will review all projects' commitments to local sponsors and ensure that commitments scheduled and actual dates are correctly entered into PROMIS.  


b.  Guidance request for Fiscal Year 2001 Title VI funding will be in the same format as for Fiscal Year 2000.


c.  Highway 12.  The Corps has accepted responsibility for the damage to Highway 12 and the State of Nebraska is anxiously awaiting funding.  The interest is extremely high, with the Director of Transportation considering suing the Federal government.


d.  Ponca Research and Education Center.  The Project Cooperation Agreement is being drafted and will be ready to forward to Northwestern Division in January.  

3.  Significant victories: 


a.  Omaha District first quarter execution continues strong.


b.  Three projects for potential authorization in Water Resources Development Act 2000 remain under active consideration.  The Antelope Creek report was briefed to MG Van Winkle on 20 December 2000.  The conclusion of the briefing was that a positive Chief's report would be forwarded to the Chief of Engineers with a recommendation to sign.  Regarding the Sand Creek project, positive letters were received from three State agencies supporting the project and a "no object" letter was received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  We view the "no object" letter as a positive statement on the project from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The project was briefed to MG Van Winkle on 28 December.   Regarding the Western Sarpy/Clear Creek Project, the comments and responses to the Headquarters USACE 13 December final assessment were provided to Headquarters USACE on the morning of 22 December 2000.   Using this information, this project was also briefed on 28 December 2000. 



c.  Title VI, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Lower Brule Sioux and State of South Dakota Land Transfer.  Coordination has been completed with the Tribes and Title VI representatives; they indicate they are in favor of a categorical exclusion to transfer the lands on the reservation.  Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has indicated the processing of documents to affect the transfer is a priority.  We are committed to get the transfer document to BIA NLT 1 April 2001.  The lease request by South Dakota for 23 recreation areas is still being processed.  The deadline for public review and comment ended 17 November 2000.  To date over 800 comments have been received, most are a form letter, requesting that the areas not be leased to the State.  The OASA(CW) requested a letter report, through the command chain, at least 10 days before any action is taken by Omaha District to proceed with the lease.  The letter report is to summarize how the Project Cooperation Agreement worked with the State and to also characterize the nature of the public comments to the Environmental Assessment.  The letter report has been completed and forwarded to the OASA (CW).  Due to the compressed schedule for transfer of the recreation areas, an EIS is being prepared (in lieu of an EA and possible subsequent EIS).  Negotiations are proceeding with Mangi Environmental Services to increase the amount of its existing contract to proceed with an EIS.  Tribal consultation meetings is scheduled to begin in late December under this contract.


d.  Missouri River Biological Opinion Implementation.  Michael George has been named to replace Robert Nebel as the Missouri River Biological Opinion Implementation Project Manager.  The Draft Implementation Plan has been loaded onto the NWD website for public review and comment.  A tribal coordination plan is being developed (not later than mid-January) and will be used to inform and coordinate with tribes during the implementation of the Biological Opinion.  Omaha District is developing a plan and cost estimate for developing the 2000 acres of shallow water habitat required under the Biological Opinion by 2004.  This plan will be ready by January 2001.


e.  Denver Area Projects.  Colfax construction contract was awarded on 19 December 2000.  A ground-breaking ceremony with the Mayor of Denver is planned for 16 March 2001.  Northwestern Division presence at the ground-breaking ceremony would be greatly appreciated.  The reconnaissance study for Denver County has been initiated. 

4.  Your assistance is requested for the following projects:


a.  Highway 12 Road Raise/Relocation, Niobrara, Nebraska.  The Chief of Engineers authorized the road relocation in May 2000.  Request for funds was sent to CECW-BW in early June 2000.  Headquarters USACE, CECW-B has indicated that Omaha District will need to provide a Decision Document for the project and enter the project as a new construction start.  Omaha District responded by memo dated 18 June 2000 that the Section 9 finding is the Decision Document and that funds were needed soon to prevent possible damage to the existing highway.  Request your continued assistance working with Headquarters USACE in resolving the requirement to provide a Decision Document.


b.  Section 211, Water Resources Development Act 2000.  Omaha District needs guidance on the implementation of Section 211, the requirement for the Corps of Engineers’ certification prior to providing specialized and technical services to a Federal agency (other than DOD) or a State or local government.  Omaha District is preparing separate correspondence on this issue, but interim and permanent guidance is needed as soon as possible to ensure maximum execution and customer satisfaction of our Fiscal Year 2001 program. 
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